
Newsom Rolls Out School Reopening Plan 

Facing mounting pressure to address California parents’ growing concerns 

about school closures, the Governor announced yesterday his “Safe 

Schools for All” plan, a framework to support schools to continue operating 

safely in-person and to expand the number of schools safely resuming in-

person instruction. The plan contemplates bringing back the youngest 

children (TK-2nd grade) and those who have special education needs first, 

then phasing in other grade levels through the spring. Distance learning will 

remain an option for parents and students who choose it and for those 

whose health status does not allow them to return to school in the near 

term.  

 

The Governor’s proposed budget will include $2 billion ($450 -$750 per 

student in current year Proposition 98 funds) in financial incentives to 

support school safety measures, including testing, ventilation, and PPE, for 

those schools that have resumed in-person instruction or have a plan to 

phase-in in-person instruction by early spring. Key health supports will 

provide for frequent testing for all students and staff, including weekly 

testing for communities with high rates of transmission; masks for all 

students and staff, including distribution of millions of surgical masks for 

school staff; improved coordination between school and health officials for 

contact tracing; and prioritization of school staff for vaccinations. The 

Governor emphasized that local implementation plans would be subject to 

local collective bargaining agreements. 

 

Dr. Naomi Bardach, a UCSF pediatrician and expert on school safety, will 

lead the Safe Schools for All Team, a cross-agency team composed of 

dedicated staff from CDPH, Cal/OSHA, and educational agencies. The 

team will provide hands-on support to help schools develop and implement 

their COVID-19 Safety Plans, including school visits and walk-throughs as 

needed, webinars and training materials, and ongoing technical assistance.  

 

Finally, a state dashboard will enable all Californians to see their school’s 

reopening status, level of available funding, and data on school outbreaks. 

A web-based “hotline” will also be available for school staff and parents to 

report concerns to the Safe Schools for All Team, which will lead to 

escalating levels of intervention beginning with technical assistance and 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/12/30/governor-newsom-unveils-californias-safe-schools-for-all-plan/


ending with legal enforcement. Additional details of the plan are available 

online. 

 

While the two legislative education committee chairs praised the 

Governor’s plan in the Administration’s press release, Assembly Member 

Patrick O’Donnell, Assembly Education Committee Chair, noted to the 

press that the plan “needs more work” and that AB 10, proposed legislation 

to require the state’s schools to reopen by March if their county is not in the 

purple tier, remains “alive and moving forward.” The California Teachers 

Association and the California Federation of Teachers have made clear 

that they oppose any state effort that would override local decisions made 

by districts and their respective teachers’ unions.  

 

CMS Approves Extension of Section 1115 Waiver 

Some good news to end 2020 with… The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services (CMS) informed the California Department of Health Care 

Services (DHCS) this week of its approval of a temporary extension 

through December 31, 2021 of the state’s Section 1115 waiver, known as 

Medi-Cal 2020. California had submitted a request to CMS in September of 

this year for a 12-month waiver extension, until December 31, 2021. CMS 

notes in its letter to the state that the agency continues to work with 

California on finalizing the details of the extension request, including the 

transition of pharmacy benefits from managed care to fee-for-service 

(FFS), the Global Payment Program (GPP) and Whole Person Care (WPC) 

updates. Expect more details to follow in the coming weeks. 

 

CMS also clarified that the extension removes the authority for the State’s 

Designated State Health Program (DSHP), which effective January 1, 

2021, eliminates the source of funding for the non-federal share of the 

Dental Transformation Initiative.  

 

New Year Brings Changes in Newsom Administration: Appointments 
at EDD, CPUC; New Legal Affairs Secretary Announced 

This week, Governor Newsom announced two key appointments: Rita 

Saenz as Director of the California Employment Development Department 

(EDD) and Marybel Batjer, reappointed as the President of the California 

Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Safe-Schools-for-All-Plan-Summary.aspx
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB10


 

Marybel Batjer has served as the President of the CPUC since 2019, 

having served as Secretary of the Government Operations Agency from 

2013-2019. Rita Saenz takes over the embattled EDD as the agency works 

through a backlog of pandemic-driven unemployment claims and deals with 

persistent problems associated with benefit distribution and fraud. Saenz 

had previously served as Director of the California Department of Social 

Services from 1998-2004. 

 

The Governor also announced today that Analea (Ann) Patterson has been 

appointed as Legal Affairs Secretary, taking over from Catherine Lhamon 

who had served in this role since January 2019. 

 

Chief Justice Takes Steps to Accelerate Clearing of Court Backlog 

Last week, Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye announced she is 

spearheading efforts to fast-track resolution of criminal cases and will make 

retired judges available through the Temporary Assigned Judges Program 

to reinforce those efforts. The temporary program – expected to remain in 

effect until California’s state of emergency is declared over – is meant to 

reduce the significant criminal case backlogs that have resulted from 

COVID-19. More details on the Chief’s actions can be read in this memo to 

the presiding judges of the 58 trial courts. 

https://newsroom.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/newsroom/2020-12/Presiding%20Judges%20-%20RC%2012222020_1.pdf

